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Independent media are an inextri-

cable element of democratic society. 

Citizens rely on information from the 

media to make informed decisions 

and hold their leaders accountable. 

Free media act as a catalyst for politi-

cal reform, contribute to consolida-

tion of democracy, and facilitate the 

unfettered exchange of ideas necessary 

for the development of civil society.

CIMA brings together a broad range 

of media experts with the goal of 

enhancing the coherence, effectiveness, 

and prominence of media assistance 

within the broader field of democracy 

promotion. CIMA issues reports and 

makes recommendations aimed at 

policymakers and funders that high-

light priority areas for funding and 

help media-assistance implementers 

fine-tune their activities in the field.

CIMA’s core activities—convening 

experts to discuss issues in the media 

assistance field and make recom-

mendations, commissioning research, 

and functioning as a catalyst for 

media development initiatives—

complement NED’s role as a supporter 

of grassroots democracy initiatives 

and address many of the challenges 

that have been identified in the field 

of U.S.-sponsored development of 

independent and sustainable media.

Events
On May 2, 2007, CIMA hosted its 

inaugural event celebrating World 

Press Freedom Day at the U.S. Capitol 

building. Honorary co-hosts of the 

event were Senators Richard Lugar 

(R-Ind.) and Chris Dodd (D-Conn.), 

and Representatives Adam Schiff 

(D-Calif.) and Michael Pence (R-Ind.), 

co-founders of the Congressional Cau-

cus for the Freedom of the Press. The 

event included the launch of a book 

considered groundbreaking in assess-

ing the media assistance field—Media 

Matters: Perspectives on Advancing 

Governance and Development from the 

Global Forum for Media Development. 

In the ensuing months, CIMA 

hosted a number of events. In June, 

CIMA and the John S. and James L. 

Knight Foundation released a re-

port by the Jefferson Institute, An 

Imperative to Innovate: Sustain-

able Journalism Training in Central 

and Eastern Europe. In September, 

CIMA hosted the U.S. launch of 

a report by the Panos Institute of 

London, At the Heart of Change: The 

Role of Communication in Sustain-

able Development, which argues that 

media play a central role in economic 

development and good governance.

CIMA also held events that exam-

ine the state of the media in specific 

countries. In 2007, these included 

events on Somalia, where journalists 

face injury or death, threats, arrest, 

and government closure of media 

outlets, and on Sudan, where journal-

ists confront government restrictions, 

logistical hurdles, financial con-

straints, and lack of security. Following 

the latter event, CIMA published a 

paper summarizing the presenta-

tions, The State of Media in Sudan. 

Working Groups
CIMA has organized working groups 

that bring together an array of media 

assistance practitioners and funders, 

government officials, academics, and 

other experts to discuss best practices 

and recommendations. In 2007, it held 

working group sessions on the legal 

enabling environment for independent 

media, economic sustainability of inde-

I
n 2006, NED established the Center for 
International Media Assistance (CIMA) with 
encouragement from the Congress and a 
grant from the State Department’s Bureau of 
Democracy, Human Rights and Labor. CIMA 

aims to strengthen the support, raise the visibility, 
and improve the effectiveness of programs that 
support independent media throughout the world.

Participants at a CIMA working group on 
establishing a legal enabling environment for 
independent media, held on May 18, 2007.
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pendent media in developing coun-

tries, the professional development of 

journalists, and community radio de-

velopment. To share these discussions 

with a broader audience, CIMA issued 

reports summarizing the findings and 

recommendations of each session.

Research and Reports
CIMA also commissioned research on 

a variety of topics in the media as-

sistance field, releasing the following 

reports in 2007: University Journal-

ism Education: A Global Challenge, 

which includes information from the 

inaugural World Journalism Educa- tion Congress; Independent Media’s 

Vital Role in Development; Global 

Investigative Journalism: Strate-

gies for Support; and U.S. Public 

and Private Funding of Indepen-

dent Media Development Abroad.

Also in 2007, CIMA compiled 

and put online for public use a bib-

liography of more than 600 books, 

reports, articles, working papers, 

and manuals relevant to the field 

of international media assistance. 

This bibliography will continue to be 

expanded with additional materials.

Through NED’s grant-making 

programs, CIMA also encouraged 

professional media networking groups, 

such as the Global Forum for Media 

Development, a network of media-

assistance funders, implementers, 

practitioners, and independent media 

groups, and IJNet, an online resource 

for journalists, journalism trainers 

and educators, and media assistance 

professionals, published by the In-

ternational Center for Journalists. 

CIMA’s work is guided by its 

Advisory Council, comprising 

prominent media professionals, 

academics, representatives of donor 

organizations, and other experts in 

the field of international media.

David Anable 
Former President 
International Center for Journalists

Patrick Butler 
Vice President 
The Washington Post Company

Esther Dyson 
Chairman 
EDventure 
NED Board Member

William A. Galston 
Senior Fellow, Governance Studies 
The Brookings Institution 
NED Board Member

Suzanne Garment 
Associate 
Clifford Chance US LLP

Karen Elliott House 
Former Publisher 
The Wall Street Journal

Ellen Hume 
Research Director, Center for Future Civic Media 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Jerry Hyman 
Senior Adviser 
President, Hills Program on Governance 
Center for Strategic and International Studies

Alex S. Jones 
Director, Shorenstein Center 
Kennedy School of Government

Susan King 
Vice President, External Affairs 
Director, Journalism Initiative,  
Special Initiatives and Strategy 
Carnegie Corporation of New York

The Honorable Richard Lugar 
U.S. Senate

Eric Newton 
Vice President/Journalism Program 
Knight Foundation

Adam Clayton Powell III 
Director, Integrated Media Systems Center 
University of Southern California

Monroe E. Price 
Director, Project for Global  
Communication Studies 
Annenberg School for Communication

The Honorable Adam Schiff 
U.S. House of Representatives

Kurt Wimmer 
Senior Vice President, General Counsel 
Gannett Co., Inc.

Richard Winfield 
Of Counsel 
Clifford Chance US LLP

Advisory Council for the Center for 
International Media Assistance

Representative Adam Schiff of California, a 
member of CIMA’s Advisory Council, addresses 
the audience at CIMA’s inaugural event on 
Capitol Hill celebrating World Press Freedom Day 
on May 2, 2007. Seated at the table are Daniel 
Kaufman of the World Bank Institute, Myroslava 
Gongadze of Voice of America,  Mauricio Herrera 
Ulla of La Nacion, and Joyce Barnathan of the 
International Center for Journalists.

Meg Gaydosik, the senior media development, 
rights, and tolerance advisor for the Europe 
and Eurasia Bureau at USAID, comments on 
Panos London’s newly released report At the 
Heart of Change: The Role of Communication 
in Sustainable Development, which calls on 
policymakers and development organizations 
to integrate communications into 
development planning and implementation. 
To her right are Mark Wilson of Panos London, 
Marguerite Sullivan of CIMA/NED, and Shanthi 
Kalathil of the World Bank.




